
 

The McMaster Health Forum’s goal is to generate action on the pressing health and social issues of our time. We do this based on the best-
available research evidence, as well as experiences and insights from citizens, professionals, organizational leaders, and government 
policymakers. We can help you to: 

Learn how to make evidence-informed decisions or support others in doing so 

Capacity building 
Want to up your game in understanding how health and social systems work, how to find and use research evidence, how to set 
agendas and develop and implement policies or how to support the use of research evidence in advisory and decision-making 
processes – or support others in doing so? Our courses, offered both online and in-person, build on the Forum’s experiences in 
training thousands of health-system leaders from more than 60 countries. In partnership with the Ontario SPOR SUPPORT Unit, we 
also provide training for patients, providers, policymakers and researchers interested in providing patient-partnered evidence support 
to a learning health system. 

Tools 
Browse the resources we have created or co-created to support our programs in the fields of evidence-informed health systems and 
collective problem-solving. 

Find global evidence through our own products and our sources of pre-appraised, synthesized research 
evidence 

Our products 
The Forum prepares timely, demand-driven evidence products addressing a wide array of priority health- and social-system topics 
(rapid evidence profiles, rapid syntheses, evidence briefs and citizen briefs), products that capture insights from our stakeholder 
dialogues and citizen panels (dialogue summaries, panel summaries and videos of interviews with dialogue participants), and living 
versions of these products to keep them relevant when the evidence or context is evolving quickly. The Forum also prepares 
evidence syntheses as ‘global public goods’ that synthesize what is known based on the best-available evidence globally for a 
particular research question, which can vary by group and context. Browse or search our site for topics of particular interest to you. 

Health Systems Evidence 
Health Systems Evidence is the world's most comprehensive, free access point for evidence on how to strengthen or reform health 
systems and how to get cost-effective programs, services and drugs to those who need them. Policymakers and stakeholders can 
access the resource for free at healthsystemsevidence.org and register to use enhanced features, or to sign up to receive monthly 
alerts on topics of interest. 16,000 users have registered to date for Health Systems Evidence. 

Social Systems Evidence  

Social Systems Evidence is the world’s most comprehensive, free access point for evidence about strengthening 20 government 
sectors and program areas, and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Policymakers and stakeholders can access the 
database for free at socialsystemsevidence.org and register to use enhanced features, or to sign up to receive monthly alerts on 
topics of interest. 

McMaster Optimal Aging Portal 

The McMaster Optimal Aging Portal is your source for healthy aging information that you can trust. This free 

Other resources 

Other key sources of evidence include our webpage of the best evidence on military and veterans, preventing transmission of 
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Find domestic evidence through our own products  

Contextualized evidence syntheses 
The Forum has produced 200+ timely and demand-driven contextualized evidence syntheses for federal and provincial governments 
in Canada (including several government agencies), key health- and social-system stakeholders (e.g., health authorities and 
professional associations), citizen-serving organizations and international agencies. Our approach can be used to provide insights 
from the best-available evidence in ultra-rapid timelines (i.e., within days), or longer (weeks or months) and can adopt a ‘living’ 
approach where enhancements to scope and methods can be incorporated over time and used to evolve to ‘global public goods’. 
Our contextualized evidence syntheses are also prepared in a way that includes a combination of different analyses to inform issues 
at different stages of the policy cycle, such as a policy analysis of the best-available evidence and system analyses (e.g., through 
jurisdictional scans) that provide insight into experiences of jurisdictions with addressing pressing policy issues. 

Spark action through stakeholder dialogues, citizen panels and more 

Stakeholder dialogues 
In 2009, the Forum pioneered the use of stakeholder dialogues – a form of deliberative process – to spark action on pressing health- 
and social-system 



health measures and clinical management to health-system arrangements and economic and social responses. It also covered the 
full spectrum of contexts where the pandemic response was playing out, including low-, middle- and high-income countries. 

Follow us 

Keep up on all the news and products available from the Forum. 

>> Follow us on LinkedIn (McMasterForum) 

>> Subscribe to our YouTube channel to view videos 

>> Follow our X feeds: 

• 




