
Course objectives 

The Health Systems Learning course entitled “Finding and Using Research Evidence to Inform Decision-making 



 

Course streams 
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Course unit Description of unit Stream Course elements  

Introduction 

Provides an overview of the course, including the different goals that participants 
can pursue, the course objectives and structure 
 
Prompts participants to think about a health system challenge faced by their 
organization, which will be the basis for much of their work throughout the course 

All 
streams 

• Videos (1) 
• Task sheets (1) 

Section 1: Three key steps in addressing a health system challenge 

Clarifying a 
problem 

 
Introduces participants to the questions to consider when clarifying a problem, how 
research evidence can respond to these questions, and how to search appropriate 
sources for research evidence to respond to these questions 
 

All 
streams 

• Videos (4 for ‘to learn’, 5 for ‘to work’) 
• Within-module activities (3)  
• Task sheets (1 for to ‘learn’, 2 for to 

‘work’) 

Framing 
options to 
address the 
problem 

Introduces participants to the questions to consider when framing options to 
address the problem, how research evidence can help to respond to these questions 
and how to search appropriate sources for research evidence to respond to these 
questions 
 
Introduces participants to the main features of systematic reviews, and their 
advantages 

All 
streams 

• Videos (4 for ‘to learn’, 5 for ‘to work’) 
• Within-module activities (4) 
• Task sheets (1 for ‘to learn’, 2 for ‘to 

work’) 

Identifying 
implementation 
considerations 

Introduces participants to the questions to consider when identifying 
implementation considerations for an option, how research evidence can help to 
respond to these questions, and how to search appropriate sources for research 
evidence to respond to these questions 

All 
streams 

• Videos (3 for ‘to learn’, 4 for ‘to work’) 
• Within-module activities (1) 
• Task sheets (1 for ‘to learn’, 2 for ‘to 

work’) 

Section 2: Cross-cutting steps in addressing a health system challenge 

Assessing 
systematic 
reviews 

Introduces participants to an approach for assessing the quality of a systematic 
review (using the AMSTAR tool), and for undertaking a local applicability 
assessment 

All 
streams 

• Videos (2 for ‘to learn’, 4 for ‘to work’) 
• Within-module activities (4) 
• Task sheets (1 for ‘to work’) 

Commissioning 
research to fill 
gaps in 
research 
evidence 

Guides participants in the ‘to work’ stream through the process of identifying the 
most significant gaps in research evidence about the problem identified or options 
to address the problem 

To work 
• Videos (1) 
• Task sheets (1) 



Sharing your 
approach to a 
health system 
challenge 

Prompts participants in the ‘to work’ stream to share their approach to addressing a 
health system challenge To work 

• Videos (1) 
• Task sheets (1) 

Section 3: Supporting research use in your organization 

Assessing 
capacity to find 
and use ssing 
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