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Why do we need to know if the COVID-19 
vaccines keep working over time? 
Scientists agree that COVID-19 vaccines protect 
people against catching COVID-19. They also agree 
that when a vaccinated person does catch COVID-19, 
their chance of being hospitalized or dying is lower 
than if they were not vaccinated. However, most 
studies have only tracked the protection given by 
vaccines 



 

What did we learn? 
We learned that fully vaccinated people continue to be strongly protected against hospitalization and death 
due to COVID-19, more than 4 months after being vaccinated.  
 
We also found that, over time, the vaccines become less likely to prevent people from becoming infected 
with COVID-19. However, we do not know if this is because the vaccines become less effective over time, 
or because COVID-19 variants (e.g., the Alpha or Delta variants) are becoming more common.  
 
Overall, the good news is that being vaccinated continues to keep people out of hospitals and from dying, 
more than 4 months after vaccination. However, the vaccines alone may not be enough to stop the virus 
from spreading. Other measures, like mask wearing, may still be necessary over this time, even for fully 
vaccinated people. 

 

How confident are we in these findings?
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