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“
As two of the three ‘citizens’ contributing to the Evidence Commission, we have concluded that we need to set higher expectations 
about how citizens are engaged in the production, sharing and use of evidence to address societal challenges. Our fellow citizen 
commissioner, Daniel Iberê Alves da Silva, brought his experience as a young Indigenous leader to the creation of section 4.10 
(Indigenous rights and ways of knowing). We need to ensure that Indigenous peoples control their data and that we honour the 
diversity and complexity of Indigenous approaches to learning and teaching. Here one of us (Maureen) draws on her experiences as a 
long-standing ‘patient partner’ in research and more recently as a leader of COVID-END’s citizen-engagement in COVID-19 evidence 
syntheses. The second of us (Hadiqa) draws on her experiences bringing evidence to her advocacy work in Pakistan.

Communicating evidence to citizens has been particularly challenging during the COVID-19 pandemic for many reasons:
• many decisions were made and much guidance was issued – about public-health measures, clinical management, health-system 

arrangements, and economic and social responses – and then adjusted over time as the pandemic evolved and the evidence 
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