
5.1 Types of evidence intermediaries

As the term suggests, evidence intermediaries are entities that work (or individuals who work) ‘in between’ decision-makers and evidence 
producers. They support decision-makers with best evidence and they support evidence producers with insights and opportunities 
for making an impact with evidence. There are many types of evidence intermediaries and we have included those that tend to focus 
significant energy specifically on using evidence to support decision-making. Some of these evidence intermediaries may use other labels 
to describe themselves, such as knowledge brokers.

We distinguish among:
• intermediaries that both use evidence themselves in their own work (i.e., they are involved in decision-making themselves) and directly

support decision-making by government policymakers, organizational leaders, professionals and/or citizens
• intermediaries that use evidence to directly support decision-making
• intermediaries that may both produce generalizable knowledge (e.g., for publication in peer-reviewed scientific journals) and use

evidence to directly support decision-making.

For the first and second broad types of evidence intermediaries, we have included some entities that don’t necessarily prioritize evidence 
in the way we call for in this report, as a motivating force in their work. They may instead rely on beliefs, values or interests. We were 
broadly inclusive because we hope that many of these entities will re-consider the priority they accord to evidence in their work after 
reading this report. We introduce in section 5.2 some of the alignments and funding sources that may influence choices about the forces 
that motivate intermediaries’ work. We previously introduced in sections 3.3 to 3.6 a range of other processes that can be (but are often 
not) the targets of intermediaries’ work (e.g., budgeting and planning for government policymakers and organizational leaders, continuing 
professional development for professionals, and traditional and social media for citizens).

For the third broad type of evidence intermediaries, some actually function as intermediaries for other evidence groups. For 
example, technology assessment and guideline groups may draw on evidence syntheses produced by others in preparing a report or 
recommendations for decision-makers.
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• Fact-checking organizations
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• Domestic and global commissions
• Government advisory bodies
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