
Professionals include doctors, engineers, police officers, social workers and teachers, among others. What typically 
unites members of some professions is that they have acquired formal qualifications through specialized training, 
have been admitted and are subject to discipline by a regulatory body, provide objective counsel and service in the 
interest of their client and the public, and have been given some degree of monopoly rights to do so. Membership 
in other professions may be much less formalized. Countries differ significantly in which categories of workers are 
considered professionals. Here we provide context for how professionals make decisions using questions likely to 
elicit factors that could support (or discourage) their use of evidence.
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