Strengthening domestic evieimpport systems:
Procedures for conducting rapid exadppod system
assessments (RESSAS)

Introduction

TheEvidence Commission r@pteased in January 2022, along exbécaive summn)argd two main

goals: provide recommendabons laow we can and must improve the use of evidence, both in routine tir
and in future global crises; and provide the context, concepts or vocabulary that underpin work in this
arealUpdate 20ZBeleased in January 2023) describes our progress towards improving the use of evide
address societal challenges and how we are moecgniroendations into action.

Our work is focused on three implementation priorities:

The first of three implementation pribfdmesalize and strengthen evideppert e4 /.1333333 0.1333333 0.1



Conducting a RESSA
|

Conducting a RESSA starts with a solid understanding of what a dorrsgijmoe&letes is and how

it differs from research and innovation systems (pledspdefer2®?3.607).
!
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https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/update-2023.pdf?sfvrsn=e81cbf_11
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/update-2023.pdf?sfvrsn=e81cbf_11
mailto:evidencecommission@mcmaster.ca
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/evidence-commission-report.pdf?sfvrsn=2fb92517_11
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/executive-summary---evidence-commission-report.pdf?sfvrsn=d5f745e8_8
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/executive-summary---evidence-commission-report.pdf?sfvrsn=d5f745e8_8
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/update-2023.pdf?sfvrsn=e81cbf_11
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/networks/evidence-commission/about-us/who-we-are/ressa-country-leads-group
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/find-evidence/products/project/ensuring-that-the-health-related-decisions-affecting-canadian-military-personnel-veterans-and-their-families-are-informed-by-the-best-available-evidence
https://panorama.solutions/en/solution/strengthening-domestic-evidence-support-systems-global-commission-evidence-address-0
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/learn-how/public-events/event-item/global-solutions-forum
https://www.unsdsn.org/sdsn-networks-host-global-solutions-forum-in-rio
mailto:evidencecommission@mcmaster.ca

Step 1. Gstomizing theolumns in thelata-collectiontemplate

The following column head#nsAppendirequireustomizatidar eachegion

! in ron2, column&to E insert the namesentral government agerjaies add additional columns as

needed)the example below provides an overview of how it was approached for the federal level in (
!

!
! in row2, columnBto N, insert the names of relevant di¥isioissries/departments
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Step 2UUsing theow headers as pfmptsto document thevidence
support system

Following the instruction in3(@gain itheAppend)xprovide brief description of the information that
matchethe description in the row headétyperlinkd the document or website that provides greater
detailland please add additional rows to create additional cells that capture additional unitsbr procedu
match to the same descrjpBtease do ths

! capture structures and processesdimtuthdemand for evidence (prompts in the lightaded green

rows)
|

Evidence
demand
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Dothe same to:

! capturastructures and processes that operatstrthee of evidence demand and supply (prompts
in themediunrshadd green rows

! capturéimely, demailiven evidence units omttgence-supply side (prompts in tlarkshadd
greemows.

Government websitgganizational charts and staff directories are tympéliyaivay to identityr
learn about-house units, whereasroad range of websites and docuarehtdp to identify partners and
UnitedNationssystem entities providing evidence support.

Using theemplate as a guidey knformants can heii initial brainstorming, as a check on what has
already been found, or, lasthwell as sharing Obig pictureQ insights abgoingtgirisculavielland

what are the prioritiestfar next yednformantshould ideally bring a Obig pictureO perspective to the task
and one that complements other key informants

Rest ssured that most cells will remain Blankinal rows have been provided for any Obig picture insigt
Additionatontext for the row headers can be found in corresponding sections of the Evidence Commis.
report:
! section 3.3: government policymakers and the context for their use of evidence
»! sectiort.2: definitions of foimsvhich evidence is typically enainter
! section 4.14: features of an ideal natiml@adce infrastructure
! section 5.3: strategies usedibdgnce intermediaries
! section 6.2guitably distributed capacities needed to support evidence use
! recommendatidasgeting government policymal@rcittizent3), evidenceannediaries (aAd 16),
and funders (24)

See alstipdate 2023, p. 6
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https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/sections/3.3-decision-maker-policymakers.pdf?sfvrsn=7141fd12_16
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/sections/4.2-definitions-of-forms-in-which-evidence-is-typically-encountered.pdf?sfvrsn=f5b40a52_17
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/sections/4.14-features-of-an-ideal-national-evidence-infrastructure.pdf?sfvrsn=9a868abb_14
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/sections/5.3-strategies-used-by-evidence-intermediaries.pdf?sfvrsn=9acc7a9a_14
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/sections/6.2-equitably-distributed-capacities-needed-to-support-evidence-use.pdf?sfvrsn=a7cc2f57_14
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/sections/7.2-recommendations-pdf.pdf?sfvrsn=5036b41a_5
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/evidence-commission/update-2023.pdf?sfvrsn=e81cbf_11
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