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8.2 Commissioner biographies

Amanda Katili Niode is a talented policy advisor and non-governmental organizational leader working as the director of The Climate 
Reality Project Indonesia, part of a global organization founded by former US vice-president Al Gore to mainstream the climate crisis and 
the actions that can be taken to address it. Amanda is certified as an executive coach and mentor on climate and sustainability, partnering 
with individuals, organizations and corporations to further environmental policy and action. Amanda previously served as Indonesia’s 
Special Assistant to the Minister for Environment and the Head of the Expert Team of the President’s Special Envoy for Climate Change. For 
her work in furthering the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the United Nations Development Programme invited Amanda to become 
an ‘SDGs Mover’ in Indonesia. In her other roles, Amanda is a weekly columnist on environmental issues; and is the co-founder and 
chairperson of Omar Niode Foundation, a non-profit organization delivering home-cooked meals for medical workers and volunteers fighting 
the COVID-19 pandemic in Indonesia. Amanda has a PhD from the School of Environment and Sustainability at the University of Michigan 
and a B.Sc. from the School of Natural Science and Technology at the Institut Teknologi Bandung. 

Andrew Leigh is a seasoned government policymaker serving as the Shadow Assistant Minister for Treasury and Charities, and Federal 
Member for Fenner in Australia. Andrew is skilled in economic policy, having worked as a professor of economics at the Australian 
National University prior to being elected to government in 2010. Andrew is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Social Sciences, and a 
past recipient of the ‘Young Economist Award,’ a prize given every two years by the Economics Society of Australia to the best economist 
under 40. Andrew is a podcast host and has written over a half-dozen books with his most recent titles including: Randomistas: How 
Radical Researchers Changed Our World (2018), Innovation + Equality: How to Create a Future That Is More Star Trek Than Terminator (with 
Joshua Gans) (2019), and Reconnected: A Community Builder’s Handbook (with Nick Terrell) (2020). Andrew holds a PhD in public policy 
from Harvard and graduated from the University of Sydney with first class honours in arts and law.

Antaryami Dash is an experienced non-governmental organizational leader leading the health and nutrition thematic portfolio at 
Save the Children, India and co-chairing Save the Children’s Nutrition Technical Working Group. Previously, Antaryami has worked with 
UNICEF (the United Nations Children’s Fund) and government health systems bringing his skills and expertise to bear on issues related to 
community management of acute malnutrition, nutrition in emergency settings, nutrition surveillance, health-system strengthening, data 
analytics, and research. His economic and nutrition public-policy research has covered such areas as: assessment of cost of diet in India 
and finding solutions to minimize the affordability gap of a nutritious diet; assessing household level co-coverage of nutrition-specific and 
nutrition-sensitive interventions; reducing child malnutrition by improving home-augmented household diets using a positive deviance 
approach; and assessing campaign effectiveness and coverage of vitamin A and de-worming. Antaryami has mentored participants in the 
Save the Children’s course on ‘Nourishing the youngest and resourcing the families for better nutrition.’ He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
homoeopathic medicine and surgery, a master’s in public health, specializing in health administration, and is currently pursuing his PhD in 
public health from the Tata Institute of Social Sciences. 

Asma Al Mannaei
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Daniel Iberê Alves da Silva is an Indigenous member of the M’byá Guarani people in Brazil and a citizen leader committed to sharing 
Indigenous ways of knowing. Iberê is a councillor on the Municipal Council of Cultural Policies of Rio Branco, Acre, and member of the 
Thematic Committee of Traditional Communities/Indigenous Cultures. He was a founding councillor of the Indigenous Council of Brazil’s 
Federal District (2017). His research explores political sociology, governance and social thought, particularly as it relates to the Amazon 
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Gonzalo Hernández Licona is a distinguished economist working as the director of the Multidimensional Poverty Peer Network 
(MPPN-OPHI), where he coordinates 61 countries and 19 international institutions to advance and exchange ideas about implementing 
multidimensional poverty indicators. Based in Mexico, Gonzalo brings expertise in country-led evaluations to his work with UNICEF. He 
is senior research fellow at the International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie), research associate in the Oxford Poverty and Human 
Development Initiative, and member of the Board of Trustees at El Colegio de México. He was the executive secretary of the National 
Council for the Evaluation of Social Policy (CONEVAL) between 2005 and 2019, where he coordinated the evaluation of social policies and 
the measurement of poverty at the national, state and municipality levels. His previous roles have included general director of monitoring 
and evaluation at the Ministry of Social Development, and full-time professor at the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), 
where he still works part-time. He was also part of the 15 independent group of scientists who wrote the 2019 Global Sustainable 
Development Report for the UN. Gonzalo has a PhD in economics from Oxford University, a master’s degree in Economics from the 
University of Essex, and a bachelor’s BA from ITAM.

Hadiqa Bashir is a confident young feminist, visionary and citizen leader. She was born into a patriarchal society in Saidu Sharif, which is 
located in the Swat Valley in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan’s Tribal Belt, and which motivated her to work against early and 
forced marriages in Pakistan’s tribal regions. To that end, she founded Girls United for Human Rights to protect and promote girls’ rights. 
In doing so, she has worked to sensitize her community to the negative effects that child marriages have on children’s mental and physical 
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Jinglin He is a non-governmental organizational leader working as the director of The Red Leaf Groups, adjunct professor of the Institute 
of Health Data Science of Lanzhou University, and consultant of the Tsinghua University’s Research Centre on Aging Society. Previously, 
Jinglin has served as a full-time consultant of the United Nations Population Fund, the executive manager of the China Council of the 
Lions Club, and a senior program officer and regional coordinator at UNICEF, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, and the 
World Health Organization. Earlier in her career, Jinglin taught and undertook research in the School of Public Health of Peking University. 
She brings expertise in public health and social development (specifically in the fields of policy development, advocacy and cross-sectoral 
cooperation) and in empowerment (in areas such as communicable diseases, road safety, active aging, gender equality, disabled and rights, 
youth, and life skills). Jinglin received her bachelor’s, master’s and PhD in public health from Peking University. 

Julia Belluz is a respected journalist working as Vox’s senior health correspondent. Reporting on medicine, science, and global public 
health across platforms and media, Julia is an evidence intermediary skilled in health and social policy journalism. Before joining Vox, Julia 
was a Knight Science Journalism fellow at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Her writing has appeared in a range of international 
publications, including the BMJ, the Chicago Tribune, the Economist and Economist’s Intelligent Life magazine, the Globe and Mail, the LA 
Times, Maclean’s, the National Post, ProPublica, Slate, and the Times of London. In 2015, she contributed a chapter to the book To Save 
Humanity: What Matters Most for a Healthy Future. Julia has been honored by numerous journalism awards, including the 2016 Balles 
Prize in Critical Thinking, the 2017 American Society of Nutrition Journalism Award, and three Canadian National Magazine Awards (in 
2007 and 2013). She was a 2019 National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine Communications Award finalist. Outside of 
reporting, she speaks regularly at universities and conferences the world over. She holds an M.Sc. from the London School of Economics.

Julian Elliott is one of the world’s leading clinician researchers in the use of technology for evidence synthesis. He is chair of the 
Australian Living Evidence Consortium, based at Cochrane Australia within Monash University’s School of Public Health and Preventive 
Medicine, and until recently was the executive director of the Australian National COVID-19 Clinical Evidence Taskforce. Julian is a 
distinguished evidence producer, having developed the ‘living evidence’ model – high-quality systematic reviews and guidelines that are 
updated as soon as new evidence becomes available. This model dramatically improves the currency of high-quality evidence and is now 
being adopted worldwide, including by the World Health Organization and other major guideline groups. Julian is actively involved in the 
development of new technologies to improve knowledge translation. He co-founded and is chief executive officer of Covidence, a not-for-
profit technology company that provides the most widely used software platform for evidence syntheses globally. In 2017, Julian was the 
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Larry Hedges is an applied statistician working as the Board of Trustees Professor of Statistics at Northwestern University in Chicago in 
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Soledad Quiroz Valenzuela is a government science advisor in environmental policy working as the executive secretary of the Chilean 
Scientific Committee on Climate Change. Soledad was recently appointed to the role of vice-president for policy of the International 
Network for Government Science Advice (INGSA) and serves on the steering committee of INGSA’s Latin American and Caribbean chapter. 
She has been a lecturer and researcher in science and technology policy, science advice, and science diplomacy. She participates in the 
Science Diplomacy Network for Latin America and the Caribbean (DiploCientifica). Soledad holds a PhD in biochemistry and molecular 
biology from Michigan State University, and a master’s degree in public policy and management from Carnegie Mellon University.

Steven Kern is the deputy director, Quantitative Sciences, at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, based in Seattle, Washington, US. He 
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8.3 Secretariat

The secretariat included two scientific co-leads (John Lavis and Jeremy Grimshaw) and an executive lead (Jenn Verma), and many full-time 
and contract staff of the McMaster Health Forum (unless otherwise noted). Secretariat members played many roles over the life of the 
commission, including the following roles specific to the final report.

•	  John Lavis acted as the lead report writer and led the drafting and revising of the text (including text in visuals) and recommendations
•	 Jenn Thornhill Verma led the creative process of making the report’s visuals as engaging as possible and led much of the engagement with 

commissioners, advisors and funders
•	 Jeremy Grimshaw (from the Ottawa Hospital Research Institute) helped shape the report and provided feedback on early drafts of key sections
•	 Kaelan Moat led many of the evidence reviews drawn on in drafting the text
•	 Kartik Sharma led many of the analyses drawn on in drafting the sections related to global commissions
•	 Hannah Gillis contributed to many of the analyses drawn on in drafting the sections related to global commissions
•	 David Tovey (a senior advisor to COVID-END) provided a synthesis of the papers that formed the foundation of section 4.12 (weaknesses in a 

health-research system) and provided feedback on select other sections
•	 Jorge Barreto (from Fiocruz Brasilia) supported the engagement of our Brazilian commissioner
•	 lleana Ciurea provided overall project management and coordinated the involvement of key staff at the McMaster Health Forum, including:

	⚪  Brittany Dinallo who provided marketing advice
	⚪  Cristian Mansilla who undertook the analyses of COVID-END database content drawn on in drafting select sections and who helped with  

          checks of the Spanish translation of the report
	⚪  François-Pierre Gauvin who provided input to the citizen-related aspects of the report and who provided oversight of the French translation   

          of the report
	⚪  James McKinlay who undertook the analyses of Social Systems Evidence content drawn on in drafting section 4.5
	⚪  Julie Baird who provided operational support
	⚪  Kerry Waddell who helped with citation management
	⚪  Paul Ciurea who helped with ensuring alignment between the Word and InDesign versions of the content
	⚪  Saif Alam who helped with citation data entry
	⚪  Sarah Holden who helped with some early graphic-design work
	⚪  Steve Lott who provided communications support

•	 Christy Groves led the graphic design of the infographics and other visuals and full report
•	 Amy Zierler led the initial report-editing process
•	 Sue Johnston led the final copy-editing process

The bios and contact information for many members of secretariat members based at the McMaster Health Forum can be found on the Forum’s 
website.

The secretariat benefited significantly from input from the COVID-END Advocating working group and from input received in its role as a co-
sponsor (with WHO) of the Cochrane Convenes event held in October 2021. 

John N. Lavis

 

Co-Lead, Evidence 
Commission Secretariat

Jeremy Grimshaw

Co-Lead, Evidence 
Commission Secretariat

Jenn Thornhill Verma

Executive Lead, Evidence 
Commission Secretariat
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8.4 Funders

The commissioners and secretariat gratefully acknowledge the following funders:
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For Arabic, the Knowledge to Policy Center, 
American University of Beirut, with oversight 

provided by Fadi El-Jardali

For Portuguese, Fiocruz Brasilia, with 
oversight provided by Jorge Barreto

For French, the McMaster Health Forum, with 
oversight provided by François-Pierre Gauvin

For Spanish, the Unit for Evidence and Deliberation 
for Decision Making in the Faculty of Medicine of 
Universidad de Antioquia (UdeA), with oversight 

provided by Daniel F. Patiño-Lugo.

For Chinese, the Institute of Health Data Science, 
Lanzhou University, with oversight provided by 

Yaolong Chen, Xuan Yu, and Qi Wang

For Russian, the Russian Medical Academy for 
Continuing Professional Education, hosting  

Cochrane Russia, with oversight provided by Liliya 
Eugenevna Ziganshina, Ekaterina Yudina, and  

Dilyara Nurkhametova

8.6 Advisors and other acknowledgements

The commissioners and secretariat gratefully acknowledge the many advisors who provided input to help shape the report, feedback on 
draft sections, and ideas for pathways to influence:
•	 COVID-END partners (see section 1.5 as well as the COVID-END partners webpage)
•	 funder representatives (see section 8.4)
•	 co-organizers of a number of events where draft sections and/or Evidence Commission recommendations were discussed, including:

	⚪  ‘Cochrane Convenes,’ which was co-organized by Cochrane, COVID-END, and the World Health Organization (WHO)
	⚪  Engaging Evidence 2021, which was co-organized by Cochrane, GIN, GRADE and JBI centres in Australia and New Zealand
	⚪  Bat-Sheva de Rothschild webinar on re-thinking the path from evidence to decision-making, which was co-organized by IS-PEC and WHO’s  

          Evidence to Policy and Impact unit
	⚪  Global Evidence-to-Policy Summit, which was organized by WHO’s Evidence-Informed Policy Network
	⚪  Evidence for Policymakers 2021, which was co-organized by the Strengthening and Transferring Evidence for Policies and Politics Society

          and Universiteit Leiden.

The commissioners and secretariat also gratefully acknowledge the six organizations that financially supported translations of the Evidence 
Commission report.

https://www.mcmasterforum.org/networks/covid-end/about-covid-end/partners
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8.7 Timeline
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Lancet Commission: Non-communicable diseases and injuries (NCDIs) and poverty - Bridging a gap 
in universal health coverage for the poorest billion (68)

2020 12

Lancet Commission: Our future - Adolescent health and wellbeing (69) 2016 23

Lancet Commission: Pollution and health (70) 2017 15

Lancet Commission: The global syndemic of obesity, undernutrition, and climate change (71)2019 9

Lancet Commission: Women and cardiovascular disease - Reducing the global burden by 2030 (72)2021 29

Partnership for health system sustainability and resilience (73) ns** 0

Reform for resilience (74) 2021 2021 11

WHO independent high-level commission on noncommunicable diseases (75) 2019 8

*   most recent
** ns = not specified
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Risk level Considerations Examples Management

High •	 Relevant, personal, financial – large amount, 
long duration, control

•	 Many relationships
•	 Reputational risk

•	 Company employee
•	 Long-term consultant
•	 Board member
•	 Spouse is company employee
•	 Ties with company with reputational risk

•	 Do not participate in committee
•	 Eliminate conflict of interest
•	 Cannot be chair
•	 Committee balance

Medium •	 Relevant, personal, financial – small amount, 
short duration, minimal control

•	 Few relationships
•	 Reputational risk

•	 Consulting, honoraria, travel 
•	 Child works as clerk for company
•	 Grants from company

•	 Restrictions on participation
•	 Cannot be chair 
•	 Eliminate conflict of interest
•	 Committee balance

Low •	 No personal financial relationships, no control•	 Grant to institution from company
•	 Published articles in The Conversation on 

relevant topic
•	 Testified before government committees

•	 Full participation or some restriction

None •	 As above •	 Academic publications only – examples of 
expertise, not conflict of interest

The resulting model took the following form:



https://globalcommissionforpostpandemicpolicy.org/
https://globalcommissionforpostpandemicpolicy.org/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/teachingandlearning/brief/global-education-evidence-advisory-panel
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/teachingandlearning/brief/global-education-evidence-advisory-panel
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32.	 Global High-Level Panel on Water and Peace. A matter of survival. Geneva: Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation; 2017.
33.	 Global Ocean Commission. The future of our ocean: Next steps and priorities. Oxford: Somerville College; 2016.
34.	 Global Task Force on Cholera Control. Ending cholera: A global roadmap to 2030. Annecy: Mérieux Foundation; 2017.
35.	 Global Zero. Global Zero action plan. Paris: Global Zero; 2017. https://www.globalzero.org/reaching-zero/ (accessed 28 October 2021).
36.	 Horton R, Araujo EC, Bhorat H, et al. Final report of the expert group to the high-level commission on health employment and economic 

growth. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2016.
37.	 High Level Panel for Sustainable Ocean Economy. Ocean solutions that benefit people, nature and the economy. Washington: World 

Resources Institute; 2020.
38.	 High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition. Promoting youth engagement and employment in agriculture and food systems. 

A report by the High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition of the Committee on World Food Security. Rome: Food and 
Agriculture Organization; 2021.

39.	 High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition. Food security and nutrition: Building a global narrative towards 20

https://www.globalzero.org/reaching-zero/
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60.	 International Commission on the Futures of Education. Education in a post-COVID world: Nine ideas for public action. Paris: UNESCO; 2020.
61.	 Clark H, Marie Coll-Seck A, Banerjee A, et al. A future for the world’s children? A WHO-UNICEF-Lancet Commission. The Lancet 2020; 395: 

605–658.
62.	 Starrs AM, Ezeh AC, Barker G, et al. Accelerate progress – Sexual and reproductive health and rights for all: Report of the Guttmacher–

Lancet commission. The Lancet 2018; 391(10140): 2642-2692.
63.	 Willett W, Rockström J, Loken B, et al. Food in the Anthropocene: The EAT–Lancet Commission on healthy diets from sustainable food 

systems. The Lancet 2019; 393(10170): 447-492.
64.	 Kickbusch I, Piselli D, Agrawal A, et al. The Lancet and Financial Times Commission on governing health futures 2030: Growing up in a digital 

world. The Lancet 2021; 398(10312): 1727-1776.
65.	 Kruk ME, Gage AD, Arsenault C, et al. High-quality health systems in the Sustainable Development Goals era: Time for a revolution. The 

Lancet Global Health 2018; 6(11): 1196-1252.
66.	 The Lancet-Chatham House Commission. Improving population health post COVID-19. Cambridge: Behaviour Change by Design; 2021. 

https://www.healthpostcovid-19.org/
https://www.healthpostcovid-19.org/

