
 
 

COVID-19 existing resource response #1  
 (Last updated 20 December 2020) 

 
Question 
 
How can we best leverage existing resources to 
provide evidence-based advice on COVID-19 
therapeutics and issue guidance statements to 
inform decision-

https://www.mcmasterforum.org/networks/covid-end/resources-specific-to-canada/for-decision-makers/scan-evidence-products


Table 1: Top literature searching teams maintaining COVID-19 literature searching about 
drug treatments 
 

Groups leading COVID-19 literature 
search processes 

 (and key contacts) 

Willing to share searches 

Health Information Research Unit, McMaster 
x Evidence service: COVID-19 Evidence 

Alerts 
x Senior scientific contact for the team: 

Alfonso Iorio (iorioa@mcmaster.ca)  

x Yes, and they are now sharing feeds for three 
types of content – therapeutic and biological 
trials, vaccine trials, and guidelines – at three time 
points: 1) on first capturing (usually within 24 hrs 
from first appearance in PubMed); 2) when 
quality criteria are met; and 3) when relevance 
ratings are added 

Epistemonikos 
x Evidence service: Epistemonikos and its 

L*VE platform 
x Senior scientific contact for the team: 

Gabriel Rada (radagabriel@gmail.com)  

x Yes 

 
Table 2: Top evidence synthesis teams in the world maintaining living evidence syntheses 
about drug treatments 
 

Groups leading a living evidence synthesis 
focused on drug treatments (and key contacts) 

Willing to share 
GRADE evidence 

profiles before 
publication if 

requested 

Willing to prepare 
GRADE evidence 

profiles under contract 
if requested and no 

current plan to 
prioritize one 

McMaster  
x First edition and updates: BMJ 
x Senior staff contact: Jessica Bartoszko 

(bartosj@mcmaster.ca) 
x Senior scientific contact for the bigger team: 

Romina Brignardello Petersen 
(rominabp@gmail.com)  

x Yes  x Yes 

COVID-NMA 
x COVID-END intermediary: David Tovey, 

senior advisor to both COVID-END and 
COVID-NMA (daviditovey@gmail.com) 

x General contact: Isabelle Boutron 
(isabelle.boutron@aphp.fr)  

x Yes x Not asked given 
above team is based in 
Canada and willing to 
do the work if 
requested 

 
Copenhagen trial unit 
x Most recent edition of the living review: 

s

mailto:b9W 03[ 
mailto:rominabp@gmail.com
https://covid-nma.com/
mailto:daviditovey@gmail.com
mailto:isabelle.boutron@aphp.fr
https://ctu.dk/
https://ctu.dk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020_Korang-SK-et-al-The-living-project-vaccines-protocol.pdf
https://ctu.dk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020_Juul-S-et-al-The-living-project-treatments-systematic-review-2ed.pdf
mailto:sophie.juul@ctu.dk



