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Question 
 
What is the best-available evidence about the 
effects of public-health measures in schools (K-
12), as well as about supporting adherence to these 
measures? 
 
What we found 
 
We searched the COVID-END global and 
domestic inventories of best evidence syntheses to 
identify evidence documents that focused on the 
effects of and supporting adherence to public-
health measures in schools (K-12). The search 
terms used were: “school” AND (“effectiveness” 
OR “adherence” OR “public health measure” OR 
“public health” OR “measure”). We also contacted 
40+ Canadian evidence-synthesis teams by email.  
 
We identified 23 evidence documents that are 
listed in Table 1, which include: 
�x one guideline; 
�x one living review; 
�x four rapid reviews; 
�x five protocols for systematic reviews;  
�x one title/questions for reviews that are being 

planned; 
�x nine single studies; and 
�x two other types of documents (a government 

report and briefing document). 
 
The living systematic review provides the most 
comprehensive and up-to-date assessment (last 
updated on 22 July 2021 with a planned update for 
October 2021) about the 



Table 1: Hyperlinked titles to evidence documents about effectiveness of and supporting 
adherence to public-health measures in schools (K-12) 
 

Evidence type Evidence documents identified 
Guidelines �x Measures to prevent and control SARS-CoV-2 transmission in schools: Living guideline 

(Association of the Scientific Medical Societies in Germany; last updated 7 February 
2021) 

Living reviews �x Living rapid review update 17: What is the specific role of daycares and schools in 
COVID-19 transmission? (AMSTAR rating 8/10; last updated 22 July 2021) 

Full systematic 
reviews 

�x None identified 

Rapid reviews �x Face coverings worn by children in school settings to reduce SARS-CoV-2 transmission 
(no AMSTAR rating available; last updated 19 August 2021) 

�x Mask wearing in children and COVID-19: What we know so far (no AMSTAR rating 
available; last updated 12 July 2021) 

�x Youth compliance with COVID-19 public health measures (no AMSTAR rating 
available; last updated 10 December 2020) 

�x Measures implemented in the school setting to contain the COVID�(19 pandemic: A 
rapid scoping review (AMSTAR rating 7/9; last updated 8 October 2020) 

Protocols for 
reviews* 

�x School practices to promote social distancing for COVID-19: A living systematic review 
protocol (anticipated completion date: 17 May 2020) 

�x What is the risk of transmission of COVID-19 within school and preschool settings, and 
how effective are interventions to reduce transmission? A rapid review (anticipated 
completion date: 24 July 2020) 

�x The relative effectiveness of multilevel interventions in reducing risks of transmission of 
lethal viruses in Grade K-12 school communities and school linked populations: A 
systematic review and best-evidence synthesis (anticipated completion date: 29 August 
2020) 

�x How effective are school-based interventions to reduce the transmission of respiratory 
infections, including COVID-19, in a school setting? (anticipated completion date: 30 
September 2020) 

�x 

https://www.awmf.org/leitlinien/detail/ll/027-076.html
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-rapid-evidence-service/19
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-rapid-evidence-service/19
https://d84vr99712pyz.cloudfront.net/p/pdf/covid-19-resource-center/covid-19-clinical-care/ecri_covid_cea-face-coverings-children-school-settings.pdf
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/covid-wwksf/2021/08/wwksf-wearing-masks-children.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://esnetwork.ca/briefings/youth-compliance-with-covid-19-public-health-measures/
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013812/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013812/full
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?RecordID=180701
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?RecordID=180701
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?ID=CRD42020191867
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?ID=CRD42020191867
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?ID=CRD42020201930
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?ID=CRD42020201930
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?ID=CRD42020201930
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?ID=CRD42020204563
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?ID=CRD42020204563
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?ID=CRD42021231866
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?ID=CRD42021231866
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/display_record.php?ID=CRD42021231866
https://covidreviews.cochrane.org/question/299
https://covidreviews.cochrane.org/question/299
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34534517/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34534517/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34534517/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34518822/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34518822/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32872337/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32872337/
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.07.23.21260992v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.07.23.21260992v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.07.23.21260992v1



