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1. Value of evidence synthesis to inform decision making 
J2'!CDE49K"L!;)*+'A-&!2)(!:'+!.6!)*!',;:6(-6*!65!)&.-0-.-'(!)A6*/!)::!.1;'(!65!<'(')<&2'<(M!
-*&:?+-*/!-*!.2'!'0-+'*&'K(1*.2'(-(M!.'&2*6:6/1!)(('((A'*.!)*+!/?-+':-*'
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J2-(!5:6=!+-)/<)A!2-/2:-/2.!Q'1!(.';(!SP:?'!P:6&Q(U!-*!.2'!60'<)<&2-*/!;<6&'((!S-*!/<''*U!=-.2!;<6;6('+!
.66:(!.6!:-*Q!.6!-*!/<'1$!

! !

T'(6?<&'(!6*!
?;+).-*/!BT!
!

G-*Q!.6!<'&6AA'*+-*/!
=6<Q-*/!/<6?;!<'(6?<&'(!

Conducting a review!
Review update!
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J2'<'!)<'!)!*?AP'<!65!<'(6?<&'(!.2).!&)*!P'!?('+!.6!'0):?).'!.2'!>?):-.1!6<!<':-)P-:-.1!65!;?P:-(2'+!
<'0-'=(!6<!'0-+'*&'!(1*.2'('($!!

%YBJ%T!#!.66:Z!
%!&<-.-&):!);;<)-():!.66:!56<!(1(.'A).-&!<'0-'=(!.2).!-*&:?+'!<)*+6A-('+!)*+f6<!*6*!<)*+6A-('+!
(.?+-'(!65!2'):.2&)<'!-*.'<0'*.-6*(!
! %<.-&:'!
! J66:!
! I?-+)*&'!

!
e2'<'!2-/2!>?):-.1!<'0-'=(!',-(.M!.2'('!A)1!P'!(?55-&-'*.!.6!)++<'((!.2'!>?'(.-6*!.2).!16?!='<'!
;<6;6(-*/!.6!<'(')<&2$!4*!(6A'!&)('(M!)(!.2'!\-/?<'!+'A6*(.<).'(M!.2'!<'0-'=(!=-::!P'!6?.!65!+).'$!4*!
(?&2!&)('(!)*!?;+).'!A)1!<';<'('*.!)!A6<'!?('5?:!)*+!'55-&-'*.!&6*.<-P?.-6*!.6!.2'!<'(')<&2!:-.'<).?<'!
.2)*!)!<'0-'=!.2).!(.)<.(!5<6A!(&<).&2$!h6?!A)1!&6*(-+'<!);;<6)&2-*/!.2'!',-(.-*/!)?.26<(!.6!+'.'<A-*'!
=2'.2'<!.2'1!)<'!-*.'*+-*/!.6!?;+).'!.2'!<'0-'=!P'56<'!+'&-+-*/!=2'.2'<!.6!;<6&''+!16?<(':5$!!
!
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3.1.1 Developing a review question 
I'*'<):!<'(6?<&'(!56<!+'0':6;-*/!)!<'0-'=!>?'(.-6*Z!!

• 9'0':6;-*/!)!T'(')<&2!`?'(.-6*!!!
%!<'(')<&2!/?-+'!;<6+?&'+!P1!.2'!i*-0'<(-.1!65!Y)<1:)*+!

• T'(')<&2!>?'(.-6*!5<)A'=6<Q(!!
%!<'(')<&2!/?-+'!;<6+?&'+!P1!.2'!e':&2!Y'+-&):!G-P<)<1M![62*(!X6;Q-*(!i*-0'<(-.1!

D</)*-().-6*(!.2).!)<'!;?P:-(2-*/!:-(.(!65!2-/2!;<-6<-.1!>?'(.-6*(!6*!=2-&2!.2'1!)<'!(''Q-*/!<'(')<&2'<(!
-*&:?+'Z!

• C6&2<)*'!
2..;(Zff&60-+<);-+<'0-'=($&6&2<)*'$6</f(')<&2f(-.'!

3.1.2 Determine type of evidence synthesis 
J2'!56::6=-*/!<'(6?<&'!)*+!<'(')<&2!)<.-&:'!)-A!.6!/?-+'!<'(')<&2'<(!-*!+'.'<A-*-*/!.2'!);;<6;<-).'!
A'.26+(!56<!.2'-<!<'0-'=Z!

• %&'($4+9)+G$)*$4):&($304$@0,6
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%?.6A).-6*!.66:(Z!J2'!56::6=-*/!)-A!.6!?.-:-b'!+).)!A-*-*/!)*+!)?.6A).'+!);;<6)&2'(!.6!5)&-:-.).'!.2'!
<'0-'=!;<6&'(($!

J66:!! G-*Q!! 9'(&<-;.-6*!!
N;-(.'A6*-Q6(!f!GDEN!.66:! ! !
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3.5.2 Living maps of COVID studies 
• C%Y%T%9NB!S2?A)*M!)*-A):M!-*!0-.<6!)*+!-*!(-:-&6!(.?+-'(M!=-.2!;<6.6&6:!)0)-:)P:'!P?.!:-0-*/!
'0-+'*&'!A);!*6.!1'.!;?P:-&:1!)0)-:)P:'U!
• C)A;P'::!io!)*+!4<':)*+!S:-0-*/!'0-+'*&'!A);!65!2?A)*!(.?+-'(!6</)*-b'+!P1!/'6/<);2-&!
:6&).-6*U!
• CDE49KOY%!S:-0-*/!'0-+'*&'!A);!)*+!:-0-*/!*'.=6<Q!A'.)K)*):1(-(k!'0-+'*&'!;<65-:'(!)P6?.!
+<?/!.<').A'*.(!)<'!:-(.'+!-*!)!;<'0-6?(!('&.-6*U!
• Njj4!C'*.<'!S:-0-*/!'0-+'*&'!A);!65!2?A)*!(.?+-'(!6</)*-b'+!P1!""!)<')(!65!56&?(U!
• O6<='/-)*!4*(.-.?.'!65!j?P:-&!X'):.2!S:-0-*/!'0-+'*&'!A);!65!2?A)*M!)*-A):M!-*!0-.<6!)*+!-*!
(-:-&6!(.?+-'(!6</)*-b'+!P1!'-/2.!)<')(!65!56&?(M!=-.2!)++-.-6*):!+'.)-:(!2'<'U!

!
!

3.5.3 General sources 
• C6&2<)*'!<'/-(.'<!65!(.?+-'(!
• 9-(.-::'<BT!S-*&:?+'(!&?<).'+M!.)//'+!)*+!+6=*:6)+)P:'!<'5'<'*&'(!.6!(-*/:'!(.?+-'(U!
• JT4j!+).)P)('!S-*&:?+'(!(1(.'A).-&!<'0-'=(!)*+!(-*/:'!(.?+-'(!6</)*-b'+!P1!+6&?A'*.!.1;'U!
• C:-*-&):.<-):($/60!S-*&:?+'(!i$B$!5'+'<):!/60'<*A'*.K5?*+'+!.<-):(U!
• 4*.'<*).-6*):!C:-*-&):!J<-):(!T'/-(.<1!j:).56<A!S-*&:?+'(!&:-*-&):!.<-):(U!
• Y'+:-*'!!

!
!

3.6 Methods for conducting rapid reviews 
4*!(6A'!&)('(M!.2'!+'&-(-6*!)<6?*+!.2'!.1;'!65!(.?+1!-(!+'.'<A-*'+!P1!&-<&?A(.)*&'(!6<!.2'!',;'&.).-6*(!
65!.2'!(;6*(6<!6<!5?*+'<$!J2-(!2)(!:'+!.6!)!<);-+!<-('!65!c<);-+!<'0-'=(d$!4*!+'.'<A-*-*/!.2'!.1;'!65!<);-+!
<'0-'=!.2).!-(!);;<6;<-).'!56<!.2'!&6*.',.!)*+!.-A':-*'M!.2'!Y&Y)(.'<!X'):.2!\6<?A!2)(!+'0':6;'+!)!
T);-+!T'(;6*('!/?-+)*&'!5<)A'=6<Q$!l6.2!.2'!Y&Y)(.'<!X'):.2!\6<?A!)*+!.2'!O'=!B6?.2!e):'(!
%/'*&1!56<!C:-*-&):!4**60).-6*!2)0'!)+);.'+!<);-+!<'(;6*('!;<6/<)A(!.6!<'(;6*+!.6!CDE49K"L!'0-+'*&'!
*''+($!!

cT);-+!<'0-'=(d!(26?:+!P'!+-(.-*/?-(2'+!5<6A!&6*0'*.-6*):!<'0-'=(!&6*+?&.'+!<);-+:1$!D0'<!.2'!;)(.!
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%++!<'(6?<&'(!
!

3.11 Guidance for reporting of the review 

N>?).6<!O'.=6<Q!K!N>?).6<!)-A(!.6!-A;<60'!.2'!>?):-.1!65!<';6<.-*/!65!(&-'*.-5-&!<'(')<&2!P1!.2'!
+'0':6;A'*.!)*+!&6AA?*-&).-6*!65!<';6<.-*/!(.)*+)<+($!Y?:.-;:'!<';6<.-*/!/?-+':-*'(!)*+!.2'-<!
',.'*(-6*(!2)0'!P''*!;<6+?&'+M!-*&:?+-*/!A)*1!.2).!);;:1!.6!'0-+'*&'!(1*.2'('($!J2'('!-*&:?+'!.2'!
jT4BY%!/?-+':-*'(!Sj<'5'<<'+!T';6<.-*/!4.'A(!56<!B1(.'A).-&!T'0-'=(!)*+!Y'.)K%*):1('(UM!)*+!
',.'*(-6*(!.2).!);;:1!.6!.2'!56::6=-*/Z!

• jT4BY%KjZ!T';6<.-*/!65!j<6.6&6:(!
• jT4BY%K%Z!T';6<.-*/!65!%P(.<)&.(!!
• jT4BY%K9J%Z!T';6<.-*/!65!<'0-'=(!65!9-)/*6(.-&!J'(.!%&&?<)&1!
• jT4BY%KB&TZ!T';6<.-*/!65!B&6;-*/!T'0-'=(!
• jT4BY%KC4Z!T';6<.-*/!65!C6A;:',!4*.'<0'*.-6*(!
• jT4BY%KNZ!T';6<.-*/!65!N>?-.1!-((?'(!
• jT4BY%KX)<A(Z!T';6<.-*/!65!X)<A(!
• jT4BY%K4j9Z!T';6<.-*/!65!BT(!)*+!A'.)K)*):1('(!65!-*+-0-+?):!;)<.-&-;)*.!+).)!
• jT4BY%KOY%Z!T';6<.-*/!65!O'.=6<Q!Y'.)K%*):1('(!


