
Some initial notes to inform discussion on 1st June 2020 

BACKGROUND: At the Scoping Working Group on 18th May, Jeremy suggested that a few of us based 
in LMICs unpack some of the issues we face in producing syntheses and getting them onto decision-
makers' desks. Ruth’s notes below aim to highlight some of the practical issues with ACE examples 
included. It would be great if others have examples and / or other issues to add. 

 

PRACTICAL ISSUES:  

• We are in demand from both decision-makers and funders: 
o ACE experience: We have good relationships with government decision-makers 

across a number of sectors and are being asked for evidence on a range of issues 
related to COVID-19.  

o eBASE Experience: Demand for evidence is still weak with government s



their beds because they don’t have anywhere else to work. Many are also in high 
risk environments making it particularly difficult to get work done. 

• Staff members don’t have the technical equipment they need:  
o ACE experience: We have limited numbers of computers, especially laptops, to go 

around and our institutions are not running smoothly enough for us to access new 
machines for people, even if we have funds to do so. Since 1st March we have 
ordered 8 laptops for staff. To date 2 have arrived and been delivered to staff 
members (via a lot of arm twisting). We 


