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Resources and tools for researchers considering and conducting COVID-19 
evidence syntheses 
Prepared by the COVID-END Synthesizing Working Group  
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The COVID-19 pandemic has led to an explosion of activities among all types of researchers, 
including in the evidence-synthesis, technology assessment and guideline-development 
communities. COVID-END has prepar
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Rapid response 
briefs 

Rapid response briefs present a summary of the best available evidence in a 
synthesized and contextualized manner, in direct response to a decision-maker’s 
question. They are knowledge translation products created through formal 
methods to synthesize and appraise the evidence. They do not generate new 
knowledge but use findings that are already available, especially from existing 
systematic reviews. 

Rapid reviews 
  
 

A rapid review accelerates the process of conducting a systematic review 
through streamlining or omitting specific methods to produce evidence for 
stakeholders in a timely  manner. It is increasingly feasible to conduct a 
systematic  review rapidly utilising technology advancements or crowd-sourcing 
but the term rapid review is usually used when there is some compromise in 
scope or rigour of method of the review (which may limit the evidence claims 
that can be made). Rapid reviews aim to be systematic but may be limited in 
scope or rigour of method which may limit the evidence claims that can be made 
from them. 

Living systematic 
review 

A living systematic review is a review that is continually updated, incorporating 
relevant new evidence as it becomes available. Living reviews have become 
possible with the use of information technology to provide automated searching 
for newly published s
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Conduct the review 
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2.1 What is the issue / decision to be informed? 
 

`9$"F14"H&:"<2&1B";9I"1%"&@<2&%A&"B4%:C&B<B"9I":&AC%9,9H4"1BB&BBF&%:"T4"I&@<&3<%H":C&";9$IX
G1I:":1Z9%9F4"9;"2&A<B<9%B":C1:"3<,,"%&&2":9"T&"<%;9IF&2"T4"I&B&1IAC"&@<2&%A&"1B":C&"G1%2&F<A"1%2"
G1%2&F<A"I&BG9%B&"&%:&I">9I"I&X&%:&I?"2<;;&I&%:"GC1B&B/"Y:"<B"$B&;$,":9"&%H1H&"3<:C"1%2"<%@9,@&"+&4"
B:1+&C9,2&IB"<%"9I2&I":9"A,1I<;4":C&"I&B&1IAC"]$&B:<9%/"

2.2 Avoiding duplication of effort – look for existing and ongoing evidence synthesis 
 

Y%":C&"A$II&%:"A9%:&Z:-"<:"<B"F9I&"<FG9I:1%:":C1%"&@&I":9"1@9<2"$%%&A&BB1I4"2$G,<A1:<9%"9;"&;;9I:/"=C<B"
I&GI&B&%:B"I&B&1IAC"31B:&/"`9$"A1%"122I&BB":C<B"T4"B&&+<%H":9"<2&%:<;4"&Z<B:<%H"G$T,<BC&2"I&@<&3"
B4%:C&B&B"1%2":C9B&"<%"GI&G1I1:<9%/"
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Other useful sources of synthesized data 
• DistillerSR (includes curated, tagged and downloadable references to single studies) 
• Health Systems Evidence and Social Systems Evidence – Coming soon - Systematic reviews and economic evaluations 

about health- and social-system arrangements presented with their focus on or relevance to COVID-19, quality rating, 
recency of search, and countries where the research was conducted 

• SRDR (https://srdr.ahrq.gov/) (includes underlying data from individual studies included in a systematic review) 
• McMaster Optimal Aging Portal - Citizen-targeted summaries of systematic reviews that may be relevant to staying active 

and engaged while practicing physical distancing 
• Literature Review (includes manually identified systematic reviews and single studies organized by topic and medical 

specialty 

 
Grading of Recommendations, Assessment, Development and Evaluations (GRADE) evidence profiles
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R<F<,1I,4-"<:"<B"<FG9I:1%:":9"<2&%:<;4"I&@<&3B":C1:"1I&"1,I&124"<%":C&"G<G&,<%&-"1%2":C<B"A1%"1,B9"T&"29%&"T4"
B&1IAC<%H";9I"I&@<&3":<:,&B/"

• _6QR_.6Q"21:1T1B&";9I"C&1,:C"A1I&"I&,1:&2"I&@<&3B""
• 51:<9%1,"J9,,1T9I1:<%H"J&%:I&";9I"^&:C92B"1%2"=99,B";9I"I1G<2"I&@<&3B"
• 
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4.3 Assembling an appropriate team 
Y;"49$"1I&"%9:"1,I&124"1%"<%2<@<2$1,"9I"HI9$G"3<:C"I<AC"&ZG&I<&%A&"<%"B4%:C&B<k<%H"I&B&1IAC"&@<2&%A&"9I"<%"
GI&G1I<%H":&AC%9,9H4"1BB&BBF&%:B";9I"2&A<B<9%XF1+&IB-"A9%B<2&I"39I+<%H"3<:C"9:C&IB"3C9"C1@&"B$AC"
&ZG&I<&%A&/"R<F<,1I,4- i;"49$"1I&"%9:"1,I&124"1%"<%2<@<2$1,"9I"HI9$G"39I+<%H"<%"A,9B&"G1I:%&IBC<G"3<:C"
2&A<B<9%XF1+&IB-"A9%B<2&I"39I+<%H"3<:C"HI9$GB":C1:"C1@&"B$AC"G1I:%&IBC<GB">1%2"<;"49$"29%g:"C1@&"
1AA&BB":9"B$AC"1"HI9$G-"AC&A+"9$:"9$I":<GB";9I"B$GG9I:<%H"2&A<B<9%XF1+&IB/"*"A9FG,&:&"B4B:&F1:<A"I&@<&3"
:&1F"H&%&I1,,4"<%A,$2&B"9I"C1B"1AA&BB":9"<%2<@<2$1,B"3C9"C1@&"<%;9IF1:<9%"I&:I<&@1,-"A9%:&%:-"B:1:<B:<A1,"
1%2"TI912&I"F&:C929,9H<A1,"B+<,,B/"Y%@9,@<%H"<%2<@<2$1,B"3<:C"I&,&@1%:"A9%:&%:"&ZG&I:<B&"<B"1,B9"C<HC,4"
2&B<I1T,&"<%"F9B:"A1B&B/"Q;"A9$IB&-"1%4"9%&"<%2<@<2$1,"F14"TI<%H"F9I&":C1%"9%&"9;":C&B&"1::I<T$:&B-"T$:"
A9%2$A:<%H"C<HC"]$1,<:4"B4B:&F1:<A"I&@<&3B"I&]$<I&"1":&1F"1GGI91AC/"

4.4 Use of digital applications and crowd to accelerate review production 
6&@<&3"B$GG9I:D"=C&";9,,93<%H":99,B"1<F":9"GI9@<2&"B$GG9I:";9I"B4B:&F1:<A"I&@<&3&IB-"$B$1,,4":CI9$HC"
1<2<%H":C&"B:$24"<2&%:<;<A1:<9%"1%2"21:1"&Z:I1A:<9%"GI9A&BB&B/"

=99,"" 8<%+"" O&BAI<G:<9%""
J9@<2&%A&"" C::GBDKK333/A9@<2&%A&/9IHKC9F&"" Covidence"<B"1"B4B:&F1:<A"I&@<&3B"GI92$A:<9%"

:99,";9I":<:,&K1TB:I1A:"BAI&&%<%H-";$,,X:&Z:"
BAI&&%<%H-"21:1"1TB:I1A:<9%-"1%2"]$1,<:4"
1BB&BBF&%:/"

O<B:<,,&I"R6"" C::GBDKK333/&@<2&%A&G1I:%&IB/A9FK
GI92$A:BK2<B:<,,&IBIXB4B:&F1:<AX
I&@<&3XB9;:31I&K""

Y:"1,,93B"$B&IB":9"A9,,1T9I1:&"<%"I&1,X:<F&"T4"
1AA&BB<%H"1%2"&Z:I1A:<%H"21:1";I9F":C&"3&T/"
Distiller SR"1,B9"1,,93B"$B&IB":9"AI&1:&"A$B:9F"
;9IFB-"I&G9I:B"1%2"F&:I<A":I1A+&IB/"

.G<B:&F9%<+9B"K"

X



!"#$%&"'('(" )("

*$:9F1:<9%":99,BD"=C&";9,,93<%H"1<F":9"$:<,<k&"21:1"F<%<%H"1%2"1$:9F1:&2"1GGI91AC&B":9";1A<,<:1:&":C&"
I&@<&3"GI9A&BB/"

=99,"" 8<%+""
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4.8 Methods for conducting scoping reviews 
 

#dY"X"RA9G<%H"6&@<&3B/"#91%%1"dI<HHB"Y%B:<:$:&"6&@<&3&InB"^1%$1,/"*@1<,1T,&"
;I9F"C::GBDKKI&@<&3&IBF1%$1,/M91%%1TI<HHB/9IHK""
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• _6YR^*X*D"6&G9I:<%H"9;"*TB:I1A:B""
• _6YR^*XO=*D"6&G9I:<%H"9;"I&@<&3B"9;"O<1H%9B:<A"=&B:"*AA$I1A4"
• _6YR^*XRA6D"6&G9I:<%H"9;"RA9G<%H"6&@<&3B"
• _6YR^*XJYD"6&G9I:<%H"9;"J9FG,&Z"Y%:&I@&%:<9%B"
• _6YR^*X.D"6&G9I:<%H"9;".]$<:4"<BB$&B"
• _6YR^*X01IFBD"6&G9I:<%H"9;"01IFB"
• _6YR^*XY_OD"6&G9I:<%H"9;"R6B"1%2"F&:1X1%1,4B&B"9;"<%2<@<2$1,"G1I:<A<G1%:"21:1"
• _6YR^*X5^*D"6&G9I:<%H"9;"5&:39I+"^&:1X*%1,4B&B"

Q%A&"G$T,<BC&2-"%9:<;4"HI9$GB",<B:&2"<%"'/'/)"9;":C&"A9FG,&:&2"I&@<&3"1%2"A9%B<2&I"$G,912<%H"21:1"<%:9"1"
21:1"I&H<B:I4"B$AC"1B"b<HBC1I&"9I"R6O6":9";1A<,<:1:&"I&$B&"9;"21:1/"
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For any comments or to suggest further resources to consider adding, contact 
*%%1"O<9%"12<9%p9CI</A1""
O1@<2"=9@&4"21@<2<:9@&4pHF1<,/A9F""
=1I4%"`9$%H":49$%HpB$%/1A/k1""

"


