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Government science-advice units
• ‘Go for the gold’ by requiring science advisors to back up their statements with best 

evidence (and stop accepting unquestioningly their personal opinions)

PHAC’s Office of the Chief Science Officer coordinating 
demand and procuring supply of evidence synthesis and other 
inputs to science advice

Personal opinions of experts in, or engaged by, many other 
parts of government (CIHR Best Brains Exchanges; Health 
Canada; Innovation, Science and Economic Development)
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▪ Enhancing and leveraging the global evidence architecture
! UN system entities: advocacy effort focused on moving away from an ‘expert knows best’ model for normative 

guidance and technical assistance and from an underinvestment in evidence-related global public goods
! Producers of evidence-related global public goods: encouragement to improve prioritization, increase 

coordination, and foreground equity and context considerations in their work
! Funders’ networks: encouragement to invest in the global evidence architecture (and domestic evidence 

infrastructures)
! World Bank: encouragement to invest in evidence-related global public goods
! G20: briefing note and advocacy effort focused on securing both a soft and hard commitment

▪ Engaging citizen leaders and citizen-serving NGOs in putting evidence at the centre of everyday life (moving 
beyond patient-engagement in research processes)
• Establish a small leadership group (e.g., commissioners Maureen Smith and Modupe Adefeso-Olateju)  
• Engage citizen leaders and citizen-serving organizations and encourage them to take a specific leadership role
• Curate resources on the Evidence Commission website that can support action
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Next steps at the global level and with citizens


