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1. FOLLOW-UP ON ACTION ITEMS 
 
a. Laurenz noted that he and Maureen had received regrets from many working group 

members and proposed that we use the meeting for more of an operational meeting 
b. Laurenz pointed meeting participants to the notes from the previous meeting (see attachment 

2) 

2.  UPDATE ON MEMBERSHIP [Newman] 
 

a. Newman gave a brief presentation about the COVID-END Community membership (see 
attachment 3), noting in particular that: 

i. Membership has increased from 43 to 123 
ii. Members (based on email addresses) are from academic institutions, non-governmental 

organizations, and governments (in descending order of frequency) 
iii. Members are drawn from all WHO regions, with Canada and the UK being the 

countries where members are most frequently drawn from 
b. Newman noted that he is conducting a Google search for each prospective member to identify 

whether the email account has been associated with fraudulent activity, and Maureen noted 
that she and Laurenz are receiving alerts from JISC when individuals using suspicious email 
addresses attempt to register 

i. ACTION: Newman to notify Laurenz and Maureen if individuals are flagged for 
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4. DISCUSSION TOPICS FOR WEEK OF JULY 27TH 
 

a. Laurenz and Maureen agreed to proceed with the plans for critical appraisal and hub of 
hubs as topics 

5. SEQUENCE OF FUTURE TOPICS (confirmed) 
 

a. Laurenz and Maureen agreed also to proceed with the plans for the sequence of future 
topics: 
i. Week of August 3: No new discussions launched this week 

ii. Week of August 10: Priority setting for COVID-19 evidence synthesis led by Sandy 


