
  
 

 
 

1.! INTRODUCTIONS  
 
a.! Welcoming new working group members Ð  

i.! Rajeev Aravindakshan, Pushpagiri Centre for Evidence Based Practice (PCEBP), India 
 

2.! FOLLOW -UP ON ACTION ITEMS  
 

a.! Participants filled a few gaps in the organizations and/or contacts in the list updated at the 
PartnersÕ call on 14 May 2020 (see bolded additions/edits  below)



xxi.! What Works Centres (UK), which includes groups like Education Endowment Initiative Ð 
contacts: Ruth Stewart or Patrick Okwen (for EEI) 

 
3.! FRAMING AND FORMULATING MESSAGES  
 

a.! Participants reviewed the draft messages (see second document) and suggested the following 
considerations for the next draft 
i.! Why we are reaching out 

1.! No additional considerations identified 
ii.! How COVID-END might be able to support your organization 

1.! Concern about the amount of work that might be created by the point about ÔConnect 
with a community of practiceÕ (e.g., suggest that this be done through the listserv 
where many individuals may be able to respond to queries, not just COVID-END 
partners) 

iii.! Considerations in producing evidence syntheses and guidelines 
1.! Consider adding a point under registration the planned date for completion as well as 

details about how to access when completed (both of which are supported by 
PROSPERO) 

2.! Consider adding a point about rating the quality of reviews and guidelines (and the 
primary studies included in reviews) 

3.! Consider adding a point about the importance of addressing decision-makersÕ priorities 
and pointing people to established priority-setting processes (e.g., Africa Evidence 
Network, Cochrane) 

4.! Consider adding a point about principles of open syntheses as well as other relevant 
sets of principles 
ACTION: Tamara Lout fi to re-share the Ôopen synthesisÕ document 

iv.! Possible additional section(s) 
1.! Consider requesting their input about how to improve the website (e.g., additional tips 

and tools for those supporting decision-makers) 
ACTION: Laurenz and Maureen to consider the above points in revising the draft 
messages (and connect with the Synthesizing working group to ensure that the 
implications of their work for messaging have been considered) 

 
b.! Participants also noted additional considerations 

i.! We need to be sensitive that groups may have by now established processes that they are 
hesitant to adjust and that framing the messages will need to keep this in mind 

ii.! We need to be clear that the contacts are encouraged to adapt the wording so it is 
appropriate for their respective constituencies 

iii.! We need to make a decision about whether to use a listserv or MS Teams for broader 
communication with interested individuals 
ACTION: John to get additional details from Jeremy about the free listserv option 
available to individuals based in the UK 
ACTION: Sylvia to approach the HIFA listserv owner (Neil Pakenham-Walsh) to 
see whether they would be willing to open a ÔthreadÕ specific to the issues being 
addressed by COVID-END  




