
  
 

 
1.! INTRODUCTIONS  

 
Linn welcomed Kaelen Moat from the McMaster Health Forum. Kaelen described his 

experience working in the digitization of databases to facilitate evidence synthesis 
with Health Systems Evidence and other repositories.   

 
Also participating in call:  
Alfonso Iorio 
Brian Alper 
Chris Mavergames  
David Tovey 
Gabriel Rada  
Gunn Vist!
Jerry Osheroff  
Jon Brassey  
Linn Brandt  
Tamara Navarro   
 
Regrets:  
James Thomas  
Lesley Stewart  

  

5 min 

2.! FOLLOW -UP ON ACTION ITEMS  
 
a.! Share 

the help of the other working groups. Discuss in this group if and how the barriers 
possibly can be decreased by digital solutions, and then discuss if this is something we 
should prioritize to discuss and work further on (see point 2) 

2.! Identifying the gaps and connecting to groups that are already testing and 
implementing those solutions- connecting the dots.  
Describing the links of the chain (diagram) concrete example of identifying resources 

!

What is going on: List people, projects, portals, systems. 
""#! Standards, projects, possibilities, tools and tips/tricks that systems and 

portal developers should be aware of list.!
4.! Help improve the lists of resources and Taxonomy on the COVID-END website   
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"#! Add missing portals and databases that group members are aware of!
1.! Enrich the lists of portals and databases with information on whether 

the specific portals/databases have:  
$#! An API!
a.! Other export possibilities: RIS, csv, Excel 
b.! If they use any standardized terminologies to describe or 

cathegorize their content: ICD-10, SNOMED CT, ACT, 
RxNorm, MedDRA, MeSH 

c.! If they use any other standards: they can formulate this 
themselves 

d.! What kind of study ID they are using. E.g PMID, local ID, 
NCTID, medRxiv, etc. 

""#!Add Standardized Terminology to the Taxonomy developed on the COVID-
END website. This could be used as a common point of reference for use of 
terminology for COVID-



¥! Developing a template to document capability and characteristics of each portal !
¥! Need to recognize that each portal includes multiple functionalities and types of 

information- needs to be user-friendly and allow for unique combinations of 
resources and infrastructure types (e.g. headings could be list in evidence guide 
with check boxes)  !

¥! Template can evolve with time (e.g. identifying what is available and match it 
with barriers) !

 
4.! ENGAGEMENT WITH OTHER GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS  

 
a.! Discuss responses from other working groups: 

i.! What do you see as the biggest blocker to your work right now? 
ii.! What is your biggest technical blocker? 
 

¥! Secretariat to share any additional challenges identified by other working groups 
on the google doc!

 

15 min  

3.! ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

¥! To close out the meeting, Linn asked all members to share reflections on 
working group and work ahead. !

o! Enthusiasm for learning from one another, being able to make concrete 
difference!

o! Collaboration as unique opportunity to identify barriers and learn from 
one another!

o! Concern around feasibility and scope, identifying additional players to 
contribute to discussion!

o! Continually need to return to usersÕ needs- consider whether what is 
possible is worth the investment in time and whether it truly answers the 
question  !

 

5 min  

 


