
 

Global spotlight 21.1:  
Key additions for the first half of September 2022 

There is one newly added evidence synthesis and six updates to living evidence syntheses already included in the 
public-health measures parts of the COVID-END inventory of ‘best’ evidence syntheses,* 10 updates to living 
evidence syntheses already included in the clinical management parts of the inventory, and one newly added 
synthesis in the economic and social responses part of the inventory.  

*COVID-END assigns ‘best’ status to evidence syntheses based on an assessment of how up-to-date they are (i.e., the date of the last search, with priority given to living reviews), quality 
(using the AMSTAR tool), and whether there is an evidence profile available (e.g., GRADE).  
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effectiveness degradation is not clinically 
meaningful. 

Newly added 
living rapid 
review  

2022- 08 - 17  8/9  Yes  

Public - health 
measures 

[BioNTech/Pfizer against variants of concern] 
One dose of BNT162b2 [Pfizer] vaccine may not 
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Public-health 
measures 

[CoronaVac/Sinovac vaccine against variants of 
concern] One dose of Coronavac/Sinovac vaccine 
may not reach the threshold for protection against 
infection against the BA.2 subvariant in children 
aged 3 to 11 years and adolescents aged 12 to 18 
years, while it may not reach the threshold for 
protection against symptomatic infection from the 
Omicron variant of concern in children aged 6 to 
11 years (other variants are also included in the 
report) 

Update to 
living rapid 
review 

2022-08-15 8/9 Yes 

Public-health 
measures 

[CoronaVac/Sinovac vaccine against variants of 
concern] Two doses of Coronavac/Sinovac 
vaccine may not reach the threshold for protection 
against infection from the Omicron variant of 
concern (including BA.1 and BA.2 subvariants) in 
children aged 3 to 11 years and adolescents aged 
12 to 18 years (other variants are also included in 
the report) 

Update to 
living rapid 
review 

2022-08-15 8/9 Yes 

Public-health 
measures 

[CoronaVac/Sinovac vaccine against variants of 
concern] Three doses of Coronavac/Sinovac 
vaccine may prevent infection from the BA.2 
subvariant in adolescents aged 12 to 18 years 
(other variants are also included in the report) 

Update to 
living rapid 
review 

2022-08-15 8/9 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

Steroids with nasal irrigation and 
palmitoylethanolamide and luteolin are the only 
treatments that have been studied to treat 
persistent post-COVID-19 olfactory dysfunction; 
its effects are currently uncertain 

Update to 
living review 

2021-10-20 10/10 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

Limited data suggest that steroids with nasal 
irrigation may make little or no difference to 
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