
 

Global spotlight  17.1:  
Key additions for the first half of May 2022 

There are three newly added syntheses and four updates to living evidence syntheses that are already included in the 
public-health measures parts of the COVID-END inventory of ‘best’ evidence syntheses*, four newly added 
syntheses and 26 updates to living evidence syntheses that are already included in the clinical management parts of 
the inventory, one newly added evidence synthesis in the health-system arrangement part of the inventory, and one 
newly added evidence synthesis in the economic and social responses part of the inventory. 

*COVID-END assigns ‘best’ status to evidence syntheses based on an assessment of how up-to-date they are (i.e., the date of the last search, with priority given to living reviews), quality 
(using the AMSTAR tool), and whether there is an evidence profile available (e.g., 



 

days after the second dose (other variants are also 
included in the report) 

Public-health 
measures 

[Moderna against variants of concern] Three doses 
of Moderna vaccine may prevent infection from 
the Omicron variant of concern at least 7 days, 
and up to 60 days after the third dose, and it may 
prevent severe, critical, and fatal disease death up 
to 42 days after the third dose (other variants are 
also included in the report) 

Update to 
living rapid 
review 

2022-04-27 7/9 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Ciclesonide] In COVID-19 outpatients, 
ciclesonide may make little or no difference in 
hospitalization or death while it may slightly 
increase adverse events; its effects on other 
outcomes are uncertain 

Newly added 
living review 

2022-04-29 10/11 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

Evidence suggests that hospital admission for 
STEMI patients has decreased during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the time from symptom 
onset to care receipt has increased; while mortality 
was not reported to increase, it has been reported 
to be substantially different depending on whether 
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Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Molnupiravir] In COVID-19 outpatients, 
molnupiravir probably slightly reduces mortality 
and hospitalization or death; it may not increase 
serious adverse events 

Update to 
living review 

2022-04-29 10/11 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Sarilumab] Using sarilumab for hospitalized 
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probably reduce mechanical ventilation and they 
may not have an effect on duration of mechanical 
ventilation; they do not increase adverse events 
leading to discontinuation of treatment 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Siltuximab] Interleukin-6 inhibitors (including 
tocilizumab, sarilumab, siltuximab and levilimab) 
probably make little or no difference on mortality 
and duration of hospitalization, while they 
probably reduce mechanical ventilation and they 
may not have an effect on duration of mechanical 
ventilation; they do not increase adverse events 
leading to discontinuation of treatment 

Update to 
living review 

2022-03-22 10/11 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Tocilizumab] Interleukin-6 inhibitors (including 
tocilizumab, sarilumab, siltuximab and levilimab) 
probably make little or no difference on mortality 
and duration of hospitalization, while they 
probably reduce mechanical ventilation and they 
may not have an effect on duration of mechanical 
ventilation; they do not increase adverse events 
leading to discontinuation of treatment 

Update to 
living review 

2022-03-22 10/11 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Tofacitinib] JAK inhibitors reduce mortality and 
probably reduce mechanical ventilation, while they 
do not have an effect on duration of 
hospitalization and duration of mechanical 
ventilation; they do not increase adverse events 
leading to discontinuation of 
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