
 

Global spotlight  12.1:  
Key additions for December 2021 

There are two newly added syntheses and nine updates to living evidence syntheses that are already included in the 
public-health measures parts of the COVID-END inventory of ‘best’ evidence syntheses*, eight newly added 
syntheses and two updates to living evidence syntheses that are already included in the clinical management parts of 
the inventory, one newly added synthesis in the health-system arrangement part of the inventory and one newly 
added synthesis in the economic and social responses part of the inventory.  

*COVID-END assigns ‘best’ status to evidence syntheses based on an assessment of how up-to-date they are (i.e., the date of the last search, with priority given to living reviews), quality 
(using the AMSTAR tool), and whether there is an evidence profile available (e.g., GRADE).  
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Public-health 
measures 

The diagnostic accuracy of antigen rapid 
diagnostic tests for COVID-19 has been estimated 
at 71.2% sensitivity and 98.9% specificity, and is 
particularly high when performed during the first 
week of illness, although a large number of studies 
did not perform the tests following manufacturers 
recommendations [Review of studies of variable 
quality and important heterogeneity among some 
of their findings] 

Newly added 
living review 

2021-04-30 10/11 No 

Public-health 
measures 

Taste disorders among COVID-19 patients occurs 
in 38% of the cases, whereas it may be more 
frequent in men than women; the prevalence of 
xerstomia in COVID-19 patients is 43% 

Newly added 
living review 

2021-01-25 



 

and death from the Delta variant of concern 
(other variants are also included in the report) 

Public-health 
measures 

[Moderna against variants of concern] 
Moderna/Spikevax vaccine may prevent infection 
(including symptomatic infection), severe disease, 
death and transmission from the Delta variant of 
concern (other variants are also included in the 
report) 

Update to 
living rapid 
review 

2021-12-01 7/9 No 

Public-health 
measures 

[Novavax against variants of concern] No studies 
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pandemic-related 
health issues 

quality of life among adolescents and children 
[Review of studies of mainly moderate quality] 
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