Global spotlight 10.2:
Key additions for the second half of October 2021

There are four newly added syntheses and one update to a living evidence synthesis that is already included in the
public-health measures parts of the COVID-END inventory of ‘best’ evidence syntheses*, 10 newly added syntheses
and 10 updates to living evidence syntheses that are already included in the clinical management parts of the
inventory, four newly added syntheses in the health-system arrangement part of the inventory, and three newly added
syntheses in the economic and social responses part of the inventory.

*COVID-END assigns ‘best’ status to evidence syntheses based on an assessment of how up-to-date they are (i.e., the date of the last search, with priority given to living reviews), quality
(using the AMSTAR tool), and whether there is an evidence profile available (e.g., GRADE).
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Clinical management  Evidence shows that having pre-existing asthma Newly added
of COVID-19 and does not increase the risk of COVID-19 mortality,
pandemic-related hospitalization or ICU admission [Review of
health issues studies of mainly moderate quality with important

heterogeneity among some of their findings]




pandemic-related
health issues

mortality in severe COVID-19 patients, while
higher-doses are probably more effective

Clinical management | [Doxycycline] Doxycycline does not increase Update to 2021-09-30 7/10 Yes
of COVID-19 and symptom resolution and clinical improvement, and | living rapid

pandemic-related it may not reduce hospitalizations review

health issues

Clinical management | [Fluvoxamine] Among COVID-19 patients with Update to 2021-09-30 7/10 Yes
of COVID-19 and mild disease, fluvoxamine probably reduces living rapid

pandemic-related hospitalizations, and it may not increase adverse review

health issues events

Clinical management  [Hydroxychloroquine] Hydroxychloroguine may Update to 2021-09-30 7/10 Yes
of COVID-19 and not reduce the risk of infection in individuals living rapid

pandemic-related exposed to COVID-19 and it may slightly increase  review

health issues

mortality and serious adverse events




among low-
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