
 

Global spotlight  10.1:  
Key additions for the first half of October 2021 

There are five newly added evidence syntheses in the public-health measures parts of the COVID-END inventory of 
‘best’ evidence syntheses*, 13 newly added evidence syntheses and 10 updates to evidence syntheses already included 
in the clinical management parts of the inventory, and two newly added evidence syntheses in the health-system 
arrangements parts of the inventory.  

*COVID-END assigns ‘best’ status to evidence syntheses based on an assessment of how up-to-date they are (i.e., the date of the last search, with priority given to living reviews), quality 
(using the AMSTAR tool), and whether there is an evidence profile available (e.g., GRADE).  

Taxonomy section 
  

Title   Type of 
synthesis 
 
  

Criteria for best evidence synthesis 
Date of last 



 

an effect on mortality and duration of 
hospitalization 

Clinical management 
of COVID- 19 and 
pandemic- related 
health issues 

[Bamlanivimab + etesevimab] Among non-
hospitalized COVID- 19 patients, bamlanivimab + 
etesevimab may decrease mortality and hospital 



 

pandemic-related 
health issues 

clinical improvement and disease progression, 
while it may lead to an increase in adverse events; 
among mild outpatients, it may not have an effect 
on viral negative conversion and hospitalization or 
death 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Budesonide] Budesonide may reduce 
hospitalization or death among mild COVID-19 
outpatients; its effects on other outcomes are 
uncertain 

Update to 
living review 

2021-10-08 10/11 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Colchicine] In hospitalized patients, colchicine 
may reduce mortality at 28 days, it probably makes 
little or no difference in clinical improvement, and 
it probably reduce disease progression; it may 
slightly increase any adverse events 

Update to 
living review 

2021-10-08 10/11 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Favipiravir] In COVID-19 hospitalized patients, 
adding favipiravir to standard care may slightly 
increase viral negative conversion and may make 
little or no difference in clinical improvement; the 
effects on other outcomes are uncertain 

Update to 
living review 

2021-10-08 10/11 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Sarilumab] Using sarilumab for hospitalized 
COVID-19 patients may slightly reduce mortality 
ay 28 days, it probably makes little or no 
difference in clinical improvement and may not 
have an effect on disease progression; it may also 
slighly increase adverse events 

Update to 
living review 

2021-10-08 10/11 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Colchicine] Colchicine may reduce mortality, 
mechanical ventilation, and probably reduces the 
duration of hospitalization in non-severe patients, 
but its effects are uncertain for hospitalized 
patients 

Update to 
living review 

2021-02-12 10/11 Yes 

Clinical management 
of COVID-19 and 
pandemic-related 
health issues 

[Ivermectin] Ivermectin may slightly reduce 
mechanical ventilation rates and may increase viral 
clearance, whereas it may increase the adverse 
events; the effects on mortality are uncertain 

Update to 
living review 

2021-02-12 10/11 Yes 

Clinical management 


